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Misconception:
Beating your wife?

Let us look at the Verse that is misunderstood to cause this confusion

Surah 4: verse 34

“Men are the protectors and maintainers of women, because Allah has given 
the one more (strength) than the other, and because they support them from 
their means. Therefore the righteous women are devoutly obedient, and guard 
in (the husband’s) absence what Allah would have them guard. As to those 
women on whose part ye fear disloyalty and ill-conduct, admonish them (first), 
(Next), refuse to share their beds, (And last) yadribu them; but if they return 
to obedience, seek not against them Means (of annoyance): For Allah is Most 
High, great (above you all).”

As you can see from above verses Allah teaches the believers how to respond 
to difficulties of a married life especially when the wife is in the wrong.

Quran advises to use three methods.

Firstly try reasoning with them and reminding them of their duties and by 
referring to the common point of fearing Allah.
If this fails to resolve the situation then keeping away from sexual relations 
is advised in order for her to come back to the facts and reform her behaviour

If this also fails then the third stage is Dharaba or Yadhribu.
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This word has multiple meanings in Arabic and has been used in the Quran to 
mean all these different meanings

One of its meanings is to beat someone up however as you will see it
has multiple meanings (zarabna fil ard) is said when someone goes on a journey 
in search of a livelihood (zaraba masalan) means to explain a thing through an 
example. At some places only (zaraba) has this meaning.

13:17 Allah explains haq (truth) and baatil (evil) in this manner, (or
makes one understand)

It also means the struggle between haqq (truth) and baatil (evil).

The Quran says:

43:58 they do not want to make a point but only desire to pick a quarrel
4:34 with different examples explain to them

The word “idribuhunna” for instance, could very well mean to “leave” them. 
It is exactly like telling someone to “beat it” or “drop it” in English.

So “dharaba” literally means “beat”, or “go abroad”, or “give” but not in the 
sense to give something by hand, but rather to give or provide an example.

Notice how Allah in Chapter (Surah) 4 He used “dharaba (4:34” and 
“darabtum (4:94)”, which are both derived from the same root. He
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used both words in the same Chapter, which tells us that “dharaba” in 
Verse 4:34 means to desert or leave, since that’s what its derived word meant 
in Verse 4:94.

The other meaning of Dharaba in this case would mean the corporal 
punishment carried out by courts in case the women have committed a severe 
sin.

The key to the problem is the mistranslation of the two key words nushuz and 
adriboo. Some of the possible meanings for both the words, according to the 
lexicon,3 are given below. Again, the appropriate meaning will depend on the 
context of the verse.

Nushuz: Animosity, hostility, rebellion, ill-treatment, discord; violation of 
marital duties on the part of either husband or wife. 

Adriboo (root: dharaba): to beat, to strike, to hit, to separate, to part.

In the context of the above verse the most appropriate meaning for nushuz 
is ‘marital discord’ (ill-will, animosity etc), and for adriboo is ‘to separate’ 
or ‘to part’. Otherwise, it is inviting the likelihood of a divorce without any 
reconciliation procedure. Such a step would blatantly contravene the 
Qur’anic guidance shown in verse 4:34 below. Therefore, a more accurate and 
consistent translation of the above verse would be:

(4:34) [...]as for those women whose animosity or ill-will you have reason to 
fear, then leave them alone in bed, and then separate; and if thereupon they 
pay you heed, do not seek a way against them.

The separation could be temporary or permanent depending on the 
reconciliation procedure. Such as construction is legitimate within
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the terms of the language and fits in very well with the divorce procedure 
outlined in the Qur’an.

The fact that Islam prohibits wife beating in any form is further clarified by the 
following verses and sayings of the Prophet Muhummed pbuh “...Do not retain 
them (i.e., your wives) to harm them...(The Noble Quran, 2:231)”

“If a wife fears cruelty or desertion on her husband’s part, there is no blame 
on them if they arrange an amicable settlement between themselves; and 
such settlement is best; even though men’s souls are swayed by greed. But if 
ye do good and practise self-restraint, God is well-acquainted with all that ye 
do. (The Noble Quran, 4:128)”

Narrated Mu’awiyah al-Qushayri: “I went to the Apostle of Allah (peace_be_
upon_him) and asked him: What do you say (command) about our wives? 
He replied:

“Give them food what you have for yourself, and clothe them by which you 
clothe yourself, and do not beat them, and do not revile them. (Sunan Abu-
Dawud, Book 11, Marriage (Kitab Al-Nikah), Number 2139)”

Narrated Mu’awiyah ibn Haydah: “I said: Apostle of Allah, how should we 
approach our wives and how should we leave them? He replied: Approach 
your tilth when or how you will, give her (your wife) food when you take food, 
clothe when you clothe yourself, do not revile her face, and do not beat her. 
(Sunan Abu-Dawud, Book 11, Marriage (Kitab Al-Nikah), 
Number 2138)”

Abu Huraira (Allah be pleased with him) reported Allah’s Apostle
(may peace be upon him) as saying:
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“He who believes in Allah and the Hereafter, if he witnesses any matter he 
should talk in good terms about it or keep quiet. Act kindly towards woman, 
for woman is created from a rib, and the most crooked part of the rib is its top. 
If you attempt to straighten it, you will break it, and if you leave it, its crooked-
ness will remain there. So act kindly towards women. (Translation of Sahih 
Muslim, The Book of Marriage (Kitab Al-Nikah), Book 008, 
Number 3468)”

Misconception:
Kill nonbelievers wherever you find

them?
“And when the sacred months have passed, then kill the polytheists wherever 
you find them and capture them and besiege them and sit in wait for them at 
every place of ambush. But if they should repent, establish prayer, and give 
zakah, let them [go] on their way. Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Merciful” 
(9:5)

The above verse is taken out of context and quoted to show that Muslims are 
commanded to kill every nonbeliever.

However, if you read the verses 1-6 of this chapter of Quran you would 
clearly see what terrible mistake it is to not see things in the right context.

Here is the detail of the verses

“And [it is] an announcement from Allah and His Messenger to the people on 
the day of the greater pilgrimage that Allah is
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disassociated from the disbelievers, and [so is] His Messenger. So if you re-
pent, that is best for you; but if you turn away - then know that you will not 
cause failure to Allah . And give tidings to those who disbelieve of a painful 
punishment.

Excepted are those with whom you made a treaty among the polytheists and 
then they have not been deficient toward you in anything or supported anyone 
against you; so complete for them their treaty until their term [has ended]. 
Indeed, Allah loves the righteous [who fear Him].

And when the sacred months have passed, then kill the polytheists wherever 
you find them and capture them and besiege them and sit in wait for them at 
every place of ambush. But if they should repent, establish prayer, and give 
zakah, let them [go] on their way. Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.

And if any one of the polytheists seeks your protection, then grant him 
protection so that he may hear the words of Allah. Then deliver him to his place 
of safety. That is because they are a people who do not know” (9:3-6)

As you can see this verse is dealing with the breach of peace agreement and the 
conspiracy against the Muslim state by those who breached the agreement and 
therefore a war is being declared against them.

However even in this war situation the Muslims are commanded not to be 
arrogant and anyone from the enemy camp who gives up his arms and seeks 
protection from you, you should not only give them protection but also 
ensure a place of safety for them!
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What could be far from the truth than to accuse Quran of instigating violence 
against nonbelievers?

Misconception:
Jihad is an offensive Holy War

Jihad in Arabic does not mean “holy war”. It means “to strive, to apply 
oneself, to struggle, to persevere”. Jihad can be personal or it can be a 
community of persons struggling against oppression. In essence, it means to 
strive ones  utmost in order to improve oneself thus become closer to God. 
Jihad or  struggle is done to ensure that a peaceful and equitable community 
continues to exist. Defensive means are acceptable to safeguard the 
community.

The Arabic word for fighting is qital and harb meaning war. Jihad in any form 
is mentioned 28 times in the Qur’an and qital/harb (fighting/war) is 
mentioned 94 times in the Qur’an.

Like Christianity, Islam permits fighting in self-defence, in defence of 
religion, or on the part of those who have been expelled forcibly from their 
homes. It lays down strict rules of combat that include prohibitions against 
harming civilians and against destroying crops, trees and livestock. As 
Muslims see it, injustice would be triumphant in the world if good people were 
not prepared to risk their lives in a righteous cause.

The Qur’an thus commands: “Fight in the cause of God against those who fight 
you, but do not transgress limits. God does not love transgressors.” (Qur’an 
2:190)
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“And fight them until persecution is no more, and religion is for God. But if 
they desist, then let there be no hostility except against wrongdoers.” (Qur’an 
2:193)

“If they seek peace, then you seek peace. And trust in God for He is the One 
that hears and knows all things.” (Qur’an 8:61)

War is therefore the last resort, and is subject to the rigorous conditions laid 
down by the sacred law. The often misunderstood and overused term jihad 
literally means “struggle” and not “holy war” (a term not found anywhere in 
the Qur’an). Jihad, as an Islamic concept, can be on a personal level--inner 
struggle against evil within oneself; struggle for decency and goodness on the 
social level; and struggle on the battlefield, if and when necessary.

International law determines that the citizens who are not regular members of 
an army are not considered as fighters, and hence should not be inflicted with 
harm; only regular soldiers (or armed men engaged in a war) are considered 
as fighters.

The Sharia agrees on this point, for the Qur’an says: “Fight in the cause of God 
those who fight you, but do not transgress limits. God loveth not 
transgressors” (2:190). It is an act of transgression too; when believers fight 
those who do not fight them, people like their enemy’s children and wives, as 
well as their sick, old and clergy.

In the Raid of Mu’tah, the Prophet instructed his men, while about to set on, 
“Never kill a woman, a weak infant, or a debilitated old person; nor burn palms, 
uproot trees, or pull down houses!”

International law forbids killing the wounded, torturing the enemy, destroying 
them by treachery or deception, or using bombs, missiles
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or weapons which add to their torture. It also prohibits the poisoning of wells, 
rivers and foods; it recommends that the corpses of the dead be respected, 
and prohibits any severity or mayhem be inflicted on them, regardless of the 
nationality of dead people.

Islam applies the same principles, for when the Prophet appointed an army or 
troop leader he instructed him to be always God-fearing, and added: “Never 
transgress limits, or take your enemy by surprise or perfidy, or inflict 
atrocities or mutilation, or kill infants!”

This word Jihad, has been misinterpreted on account of its connotation with 
struggle and war against oppression and to bring about a positive change in the 
society. Jihad however does not in any way mean killing of innocent 
human beings.

The Quran emphasises this fact in Surah 5 verse 34 “Whoever kills a soul 
unless for a soul or for corruption [done] in the land – it is as if he had slain 
entire mankind. And whoever saves one – it is as if he had saved entire 
mankind”

Jihad means to improve your soul by self purification and to struggle for the 
truth and justice in the society. Anyone using the word to describe a violent 
person or an act of violence is either naïve about the meaning of the word or 
has been fallen a prey to misunderstandings those are so widely propagated by 
those having various vested interests.
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Misconception:
The Prophet Muhummed pbuh

married a child
Historically, the age at which a girl is considered ready to be married has been 
puberty. This was the case in Biblical times, and is still used today to determine 
the age of marriage in many parts of the world. This was part of the norm and 
is not something that Islam invented. Although the actual age of Ayesha at the 
time of her marriage is not entirely clear however even if we take the general 
view, the girl Prophet pbuh got married to, Ayesha, had reached puberty 3 
years before marriage. It is upon reaching the age of 
puberty that a person, man or woman, becomes legally responsible for their 
actions under Islamic law. At this point, they are allowed to make their own
decisions and are held accountable for their actions.

It should also be mentioned that in Islam, it is unlawful to force someone to 
marry someone that they do not want to marry. There is no indication that the 
society at that time criticized this marriage due to the girl’s young age. On the 
contrary, the marriage was encouraged by the girl’s family and was welcomed 
by the community as it was the norm. Females as young as 9 or 10 were getting 
married up until last century in East and west including the European countries 
as it was never seen as something wrong and was a norm.

Also this marriage had taken place under the guidance of Allah’s plan that sent 
down Angel Gabriel to tell Prophet Muhummed pbuh to marry her. This plan 
was later understood by one and all as Ayesha became the leading 
scholar of Islam and taught the

11



community all those aspects of life that a couple need to know for a
successful relationship.

That Aisha possessed all great qualities and carried out this mission is an 
absolutely positive and undeniable, historical fact. After the Holy Prophet’s 
death, she acted as a teacher and interpreter of Islam, providing guidance to 
even the greatest of the male Companions of the Holy Prophet Muhummed. 
They made a special point of going to her to gain knowledge and seek her 
opinion. A vast number of sayings and actions of the Holy Prophet are 
reported from her in books of Hadith. She not only quoted his sayings and 
reported her observations of events, but interpreted them to provide solutions 
to questions. Whenever necessary, she corrected the views of the greatest of the 
Companions of the Holy Prophet. She made rulings and judgments on which 
Islamic law is based.

The following are two examples of what the Holy Prophet’s male Companions 
said about her:

“Abu Musa said: Whenever there was any hadith that was difficult [to 
understand] for us, the Companions of the Messenger of Allah, and we asked 
Aisha we always found that she had knowledge about that Hadith (saying of 
the Prophet)”.
“Musa ibn Talha said: I never saw anyone more eloquent than Aisha.” 
(Tirmidhi, Abwab-ul-Manaqib) 
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Misconception: Forced Marriages
Quran 4:19 “O ye who believe! Ye are forbidden to inherit women against their 
will. Nor should ye treat them with harshness,

The marriage has to be done by mutual agreement as the following verse 
specifies:

And if you divorce the women, and they have reached their required interim 
period, then do not prevent/hinder them that they marry their partners if they 
mutually agree between themselves in a kind/equitable manner… 
[Surah 2: verse 232]

Abu Hurairah narrated that: The Prophet said: “A matron should not be given 
in marriage until she is consulted, and a virgin should not be given in 
marriage until her permission is sought, and her silence is her  permission.” 
(Jami at-Tirmidhi Volume 2, Book , Hadith 1107)

Narrated Al-Qasim: “A woman from the offspring of Ja’ far was afraid lest 
her guardian marry her (to somebody) against her will. So she sent for two 
elderly men from the Ansar,  ‘AbdurRahman and Mujammi’, the two sons of 
Jariya, and they said to her, “Don’t be afraid, for Khansa’ bint Khidam was 
given by her father in marriage against her will, then the Prophet cancelled that 
marriage.” (Sahih al-Bukhari volume 9, Book 86, Hadith 99). 

Narrated Abdullah ibn Abbas: “A virgin came to the Prophet (p) and 
mentioned that her father had married her against her will, so the Prophet 
allowed her to exercise her choice.” (Sunan Abi Dawud Book 11, Hadith 2091).
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Misconception: Allah is a different and
exclusive God of Muslims

Allah is simply the Arabic word for “The God”. This is the God of  Abraham. 
Christians speaking Arabic use the same word to describe God. The word 
Allah was used for God by Arabs from the time of Prophet Abraham and is the 
same God for Jews, Christians, and Muslims. Some people have a 
misunderstanding that Allah is the God of Muslims; instead it is the name of 
the Creator in Arabic. The Quran describes around 99 attributes of the 
Creator and those attributes are also called as names of the same God.

Arabic like Aramaic and Hebrew is a Semitic language. The word that 
described God in Aramaic was pronounced “AaLaH” or “AaLoH”. In 
Hebrew it was “Eloah” or “Elohim”, and in Arabic (the largest living member 
of the Semitic language family) is “Allah”, which is considered a 
conjunction of “A1-ilah”, which is Arabic for “The-God”. The English word 
“God” describes the same entity. The Quran invites all mankind to unite 
under one god, as depicted in this verse: 

And do not argue with the people of the Scripture except in the best manner; 
except for those who are wicked amongst them; and say: “We believe in what 
was revealed to us and in what was revealed to you, and our God/ilah and your 
God/ilah is the same; to Him we submit.” [The Holy Quran 29:46]

Islam teaches the belief in one God who was always there and who sent the 
same message of peace and guidance through his prophets like Jesus, Moses, 
Noah and others peace be upon all of them and
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finally sent his last message to Prophet Muhummed pbuh. We can call the 
creator by any of His attributes so it is immaterial whether we call Him Allah, 
God or Creator.

Misconception:
Islam was spread by the sword

The Quran is unequivocal in declaring that there is no compulsion in religion:

“Let there be no compulsion in religion: Truth stands out clear from Error: 
whoever rejects evil and believes in God has grasped the most sure 
hand-hold, that never breaks. And God is Hearing, Knowing.” [2:256]

According to The Quran, this is how to invite others to islam:

“Invite to the way of your Lord with wisdom and good instruction, and argue 
with them in a way that is best.” [16:125]

It seems that this is more of a fabricated story to create a negative propaganda 
against Islam than anything based on truth. The historian
De Lacy O’Leary wrote:

“History makes it clear however, that the legend of fanatical Muslims 
sweeping through the world and forcing Islam at the point of the sword upon 
conquered races is one of the most fantastically absurd myths that historians 
have ever repeated.” “Islam at the cross road” (Page 8):
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Some historical facts against this misconception:

Muslims ruled Spain for about 800 years. The Muslims in Spain never used the 
sword to force the people to convert.

Muslims were the lords of Arabia for 1400 years. For a few years the British 
ruled, and for a few years the French ruled. Overall, the Muslims ruled 
Arabia for 1400 years. Yet today, there are 14 million Arabs who are 
Coptic Christians i.e. Christians since generations. If the Muslims had used the 
sword there would not have been a single Arab who would have remained a 
Christian.

The Muslims ruled India for about a thousand years. If they wanted, they had 
the power of converting each and every non-Muslim of India to Islam. Today 
more than 80% of the population of India are non-Muslims. All these non-Mus-
lim Indians are bearing witness today that Islam was not spread by the sword.

Indonesia is a country that has the maximum number of Muslims in the world. 
The majority of people in Malaysia are Muslims. May one ask, “Which Mus-
lim army went to Indonesia and Malaysia?” Similarly, Islam has spread rapidly 
on the East Coast of Africa. One may again ask, if Islam was spread by the 
sword, “Which Muslim army went to the East Coast of 
Africa?”
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Misconception:
Hijab oppresses women

Islam desires a mutually respectful society wherein sexual licentiousness has 
no place
Both man and woman are responsible according to the following
verse of the Holy Qur’an:

“Say to the believing men that they cast dawn their looks and guard their 
private parts; that is purer for them; surely Allah is Aware of what they do. 
And say to the believing women that they cast down their looks and guard 
their private parts and not display their ornaments except what appears there 
of, and let them wear their head-coverings over their bosoms, and not display 
their or name except to their husbands...” (Holy Qur’an, 24:30-31)
.
If we carefully examine the responsibilities which fall under the framework 
of Islamic hijab, we find that both men and women share the responsibility 
regarding this rule equally, with the specification concerning women in 
covering their body. Thus Islam aspires to establish human relations between 
the two sexes based on mutual respect, purity and dignity. Thus safeguard the 
society with from sexual licentiousness and erotic culture. Islam takes special 
care not to disgrace a woman’s dignity among people or to reduce her to a
mere toy of lust. Neither does it prevent her from performing her role in life to 
the full potential.

There is much misunderstanding about how women relate to their hijab. Some, 
of course, choose the hijab for religious reasons, others for culture or even 
fashion.
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But in a society where a woman’s value seems focused on her sexual charms, 
wearing it explicitly as a statement asserting an alternative mode of female em-
powerment thus rejecting the denigrating of women is a great liberator. From 
perfume and clothes ads to children’s dolls and X Factor finals, you don’t need 
to go far to see that the woman/sex combination is everywhere.

It makes females feel like a pawn in society’s beauty game – ensuring that 
gloss in her hair, the glow in her face and trying to attain that (non-existent) 
perfect figure. Hijab acts as a protector of her dignity and a liberating tool 
against such male chauvinistic demands of the modern times as well. It is a 
psychological fact that males are attracted by sight and the females by talk 
and touch! Therefore Islam gave the most natural advice to females to not put 
themselves on display for feasting the eyes of males and commanded the males 
to avoid lewd looks and talk and also to refrain from touching females;
who are not their spouse.

Misconception:
Sharia Law imposes Jizya to degrade

its Nonmuslims
The Jizya or poll tax is a personal tax levied on non-Muslims in a Muslim 
State, and as such it resembles the Zakah (Alms Tax) which is levied on 
Muslim citizens by the Muslim State. The poll tax is levied so that all the 
capable non-Muslim citizens of the State can contribute, each from his own 
money, to the general welfare of the State, and that in return for this, they can 
enjoy their rights as
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nationals of this State, including compensation from the Muslim Exchequer 
when they are in need.

Valour and mercy are not forgotten here, as the poll tax is not collected from 
the weak and poor. In his message to the people of Hijra, Khaled Ibn 
Al-Walid says, “When a person is too old to work or suffers a handicap, or 
when he falls into poverty, he is free from the dues of the poll tax; his 
sustenance is provided by the Muslim Exchequer.” In his book “Al-Kharaj,” 
Abu Yusuf says, “No Jizya is due on females or young infants.”

When the dues of the poll tax are paid by the nonmuslim citizens of a Muslim 
state, they have to be supported, protected, granted a freedom of faith, and 
treated on a footing of justice and equality with Muslims. They are called 
“Zimmis” (the Arabic origin, “Zimma,” meaning security, protection and 
custody) because the said rights are guaranteed by God and His Apostle, and 
such was the custom the Muslim leaders followed in dealing with the 
Zimmis. In his book “Futooh Al-Buldan” (Conquests of Countries), 
Al-Balathiri comments on this saying, “Khaled Ibn Al-Walid, on entering
Damascus as a conqueror, offered a guarantee of security to its people and their 
properties and churches, and promised that the wall of the city would not be 
pulled down, and none of their houses be demolished. It was a 
guarantee of God, he said, and of the Caliph and all believers to keep them safe 
and secure on condition they paid the dues of the Jizya.”

The poll tax is a small sum of money indeed when compared to the services 
the Muslim State offers to protect the Zimmis and support the army in charge 
to keep them safe from others’ assaults. In his book “Al-Kharaj,” Abu Yusuf 
gives the following reports: “After getting on peaceful terms with the people 
of Syria and collecting the
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dues of the Jizya and the Kharaj, news reached Abu ‘Ubeida that the 
Byzantine had amassed their troops to attack him. The effect of this was great 
on Abu ‘Ubeida and the Muslims. He sent messages to the rulers of cities with 
whose citizens he had made peace, asking them to return to their subjects the 
paid dues of the Jizya and Kharaj, with an instruction to tell these: ‘We hereby 
return to you the money you have paid us, because of the news of the enemy 
troops amassed to attack us, but, if God grants us victory against the enemy, we 
will keep up to the promise and covenant between us.’ When this was
delivered to the Zimmis and their money returned to them, they told the 
Muslims: May God bring you back to us and grant you victory over them!”

In his book, “The Spirit of Laws,” on dealing with the taxes levied by the 
government, Montesqieu says, “Such levied taxes were one reason for the 
strange facility which the Muslims faced during conquests. People, then, 
preferred -- instead of being subjected to an endless series of fines which 
entered the rich imagination of greedy rulers -- to submit to the payment of a 
minimal tax which can be fulfilled and paid with ease.”

Compared to the endless taxes that people have to pay Jizya is just a small tax 
which any citizen would happily pay in return for enjoying all the services and 
citizenship rights.
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