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Concept of God in Islam

God is the Creator

In Islamic terminology, God (Arabic: , translit. Allāh ) is the allpowerful
and all-knowing creator, sustainer, ordainer and judge of everything in 
existence.

Islam emphasizes that God is strictly singular (tawḥīd ): unique (wāḥid ),
inherently One (aḥad ), also all-merciful and omnipotent. According to
Islamic teachings, according to the Quran, “No vision can grasp him, but
His grasp is over all vision: He is above all comprehension, yet is acquainted 
with all things.” (Quran 6:103)

The Surah 112 Al-’Ikhlāş (The Sincerity) says: “Say He is God, [who is] One. 
God, the Eternal Refuge. He neither begets nor is born, Nor is there
anything like unto Him”

Islam teaches the recognition of our creator through His attributes called
(al-asmāʼ al-ḥusná lit. meaning: “The best names”), each of which evoke a
distinct attribute of God. All these names refer to Allah, the supreme and
all-comprehensive god. About 99 names of God, the most familiar and
frequent of these names are “the Compassionate” (Ar-Raḥmān) and “the
Merciful” (Ar-Raḥīm)

God is the creator of the universe and all the creatures in it.

[All] praise is [due] to Allah , Creator of the heavens and the earth, [who]
made the angels messengers having wings, two or three or four. He increases in 
creation what He wills. Indeed, Allah is over all things competent.
— - Quran, Surah (Fatir)-35:1

“And it is We Who have constructed the heavens (universe) with might and
verily, it is We Who are steadily expanding it”
— - Quran, Surah 51 adh Dhariyat-51:47

“We created man from an extract of clay. Then We made him as a drop in a
place of settlement; firmly fixed (Uterus of woman). Then We made the drop 
into an alaqah (leech-like suspended blood clot), then We made the alaqah into 
a mudghah (chewed substances, little lump of flesh), then We made out of that 
mudghah bones, then We clothed the bones with
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flesh, and then We brought it forth as another creation. So blessed be Allah, the 
Best of creators.”
— - Quran, Surah Al Mu’minun-23:12

And God said: ‘O Mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you from 
a single person (Adam) and from Him (Adam) He created his wife
(Eve), and from them both He created many men and women.”
— - Quran, Surah 4:1

[‘Iesa (Jesus) said]: “And verily Allah (God) is my Lord and your Lord.
So worship Him (Alone). That is the Straight Path. (Allah’s Religion of
Islamic Monotheism which He did ordain for all of His Prophets).” [Tafsir 
At- Tabari]
— - Quran, Surah Maryam (Mary) 19:36

Does God Exist?
When a human being exists, why the can God not exist? When air and water, 
trees and stones, moon and stars exist, why should the existence of their 
Creator be doubted? The truth is that the existence of creation is the proof of 
the act of creation. And the presence of man is proof of the fact that there exists 
such a Creator as can see and hear, think and bring things into existence. God, 
of course, is not visible to the naked eye. But there is no doubt about it that 
many of the things existing in this world cannot be seen either. Then why is it 
necessary to see God, physically, in order to believe in Him?

When the stars twinkle in the sky the layman thinks that he is looking at the
stars, whereas, strictly speaking, from the scientific point of view, this is not
true. When we are looking at the stars, we are not actually looking directly
at them, but at the light which emanated from them millions of years ago, and 
which has only now become visible to our eyes. The same is true of many 
things in this world. All those things which man ‘sees’ in this world are viewed 
by him indirectly. There is little that man can see directly, because of his 
present limitations. When all the things of this world are accepted on the basis 
of indirect evidence, why is it that the presence of God should not be accepted 
on the same basis? The fact is that God is as much a proven fact as any other 
phenomenon in this world. Everything in this world is proven on the basis of 
indirect evidence. Everything in this world is known by its effect. Precisely of 
the same nature is the existence of God. It is true, of course, that God is not to 
be seen directly with our eyes. But God is certainly visible through His signs. 
And, undoubtedly, this is
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enough scientific proof of God’s existence.

Human knowledge has two different phases—the pre-Einstein period and
the post-Einstein period. In the pre-Einstein period, knowledge was confined 
to the macro or material world, which was observable and measurable. So, it 
was generally held that everything, which has a real existence, should also 
be observable. Anything, which could not be observed, had no real existence. 
This meant that only the “seen” world was real and what was unseen was 
unreal or some kind of fiction. This concept created the theory that is generally 
called logical positivism. It means that the only valid logical argument is one 
that is demonstrable in material terms; otherwise it is simply a baseless claim, 
and not a valid argument.

But, in the post-Einstein period, in the early years of the 20th century, when
the atom was split, the whole situation changed. After the splitting of the atom, 
matter as a solid substance, disappeared. It was replaced by the micro-world, 
beyond the atomic world, where everything was reduced to unseen waves 
– neither measurable nor observable. After this revolution in knowledge, 
logical or rational argument also changed drastically. This changing situation 
compelled the philosophers and the scientists to revise logical criteria. It has 
now become an accepted fact that inferential argument is as valid as direct 
argument. Present-day science includes so many things, such as electrons, the 
law of gravity, x-rays, etc., all of which are non-material in nature. They cannot 
be observed, but every scientist believes in their existence, for the simple reason 
that, although we cannot see these things directly, we can see their effect.

For example, a falling apple, in the case of gravity, and a photofilm, in the
case of x-rays. We believe in the existence of all these things, not by observation 
but by their result, in other words, by way of indirect knowledge or inferential 
argument. This change in human knowledge also changed the theory of logic. 
Now it is well established in science that inferential argument is as valid as 
direct argument. (For details, see Human Knowledge, by Bertrand Russell). 
In the pre-Einstein era, unbelievers held that the concept of God pertains to 
the unseen world. And since no direct argument was available to bear this out, 
belief in God was held to be illogical and all the relevant indirect arguments 
were considered scientifically invalid, since they were inferential in nature.

But now the whole situation has changed. Nothing is observable. So the
existence of anything can be established only by means of inferential argument, 
rather than by direct argument. (Inference means to reach a conclusion based 
on indirect but compelling evidence).
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If inferential argument is valid with regard to the unseen micro-world, it is 
also valid with regard to the existence of God. Bertrand Russell, although an 
atheist, in his book, “Why I am not a Christian”, has admitted this fact. He says 
that the argument centering on design, propounded by theologians to prove the 
existence of God, is scientifically valid. Since ancient days, theologians have 
argued that when there is a design there must also be a designer. As we see that
our world is well designed, it compels us to believe that there is a designer
– that is God.

Here is what a prominent Scholar has to 
say about the existence of God:

Does God Exist? This question often comes into our minds. Let us rationally 
try to find an answer to this question. My answer to this question is in the 
affirmative. Based on my study and my experience, I can say with full  
conviction that God exists. There is no doubt about it. When I say that God 
exists, I say this in the scientific sense and not in the popular sense. People 
generally believe that they are in a position to prove or disprove anything. But 
this is not the scientific position. According to modern science, you  cannot 
prove or disprove anything; you can only arrive at a probability, rather than 
a certainty. If there is sufficient data to show that this or that thing probably 
exists, then one can make the statement that this or that thing exists.

The present question of whether God exists itself raises another question.
Studies in anthropology, that is, the science of man, have established that the 
concept of God is ingrained in human nature. Belief in God runs in our blood. 
Every man and woman is a born believer. Especially in times of helplessness 
and in crisis, we discover that there is a Supreme Being. Every man and woman 
has experienced this natural fact at least once in his or her life.

Then why this question?

If the concept of God is present in our flesh and blood, why does one question 
the existence of God? The reason is very simple. People want to know whether 
there is a rational basis to their inner belief, whether there is some scientific 
proof in favour of their inner feelings. I must emphasize that there is certainly 
a scientific basis for belief in the existence of God. But people generally fail 
to discover it for the simple reason that they try to apply a criterion that they 
wrongly believe to be scientific. They want a proof in terms of observation, 
whereas this is neither the scientific method nor the criterion by which to judge.
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If you apply the right criterion, you will find that God is a proven fact. Here I
recall an incident that took place in 1965, when I was living in Lucknow. I
happened to meet a gentleman, who was a Doctor of Philosophy and a great 
admirer of Bertrand Russell. Of course, he was an atheist. During our
conversation about God he asked:

“What criterion do you have to prove the existence of God?”

I replied:

“The same criterion which you have for proving the existence of anything
else.”

The dialogue ended there. There was no question and no answer after this.
Why did this learned man fall silent?

The reason is very simple and well known. My answer reminded him of the 
fact that we are living in a world where inferential argument is as applicable
to the concept of God as to any other concept. According to scientific accounts, 
about 15 billion years ago, at the behest of the Creator, a big cosmic ball came 
into existence in space. This contained all the particles from which the various 
parts of our universe have been formed. Again, at the command of God, there 
was an explosion in this great cosmic ball which scientists refer to as the ‘Big 
Bang’. After this explosion, all its particles were scattered throughout the 
vastness of space.

Later, according to the Creator’s plan, they began to assemble themselves in 
different forms. With the coming together of these particles, innumerable stars, 
galaxies, dark matter, and our solar system were formed. In this way, the entire 
universe gradually came into existence. The Creator then chose the planet 
earth for the implementation of one of His special plans. This process spanned 
aeons, as the planet earth cooled down.

By God’s command water was produced and with heavy rainfall, seas and 
rivers came into existence. About three quarters of the planet earth was covered 
with water. Subsequently, again according to the Creator’s plan, vegetation 
appeared on the planet and the land became covered with lush green forests. 
Then the world of animals came into existence and the earth was filled with 
all kinds of living creatures: innumerable kinds of small organisms, fish, birds, 
four-legged animals, etc. made their appearance.
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The next stage was to create man and to settle him on the planet Earth. 
Therefore, the first man Adam and his wife Eve were created. Then human 
beings continued to multiply until human settlements came into existence in 
all parts of the world. Later another part of God’s plan unfolded. This was the 
coming of the prophets to the Earth. All these prophets were human beings. 
God sent them specifically to carry out the task of explaining to human beings 
His creation plan in a language which they could understand. A whole series 
of prophets, starting with the first man Adam, continued to come to this world 
over a long period of time.

Each one came in a different generation -- for instance, Noah, Abraham,  Moses, 
Jesus and the Prophet Muhummed, who was the final prophet. Through the 
prophets God explained to human beings in one generation after another that 
the present world had been made as a selection ground: the actual and eternal 
place for man’s settlement was Paradise; Paradise was eternal as well as ideal 
in every respect; but entry into paradise would only be on a selective basis.

An invisible recording system has been established on a universal scale by 
God, by means of which the words and deeds of every man and woman are 
continually being recorded. This record will be placed before them on the 
Day of Judgement. Then, in accordance with this record of people’s deeds, 
only those individuals who qualify for it will be selected for this perfect world 
of paradise. The Creator wanted to grant this special award to those selected 
individuals, so that they might eternally remain in this ideal world of Paradise, 
in an atmosphere of all kinds of pleasure and happiness, thus experiencing 
complete fulfilment.

This will be a unique blessing of God which will be bestowed upon only a few 
fortunate human beings. The rest of the people will be thrown into hell, the 
dustbin of the universe, there to suffer the torment of deprivation, frustration 
and despair because they failed to live up to the expectations of a decency. The 
Creator did not want to create this world by a miracle, but rather by cause and 
effect. The Prophet Moses was God’s messenger. He threw a wooden stick on 
the ground and by God’s command it turned into a live serpent.

Had God so desired, He could have created the entire universe all of a sudden 
-- miraculously -- like Moses’ rod turning into a serpent. But in doing so, 
creativity could not have been developed in man. No science, no civilization 
would have come into existence. That is why the Creator
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produced the universe by a long complex process, so that man might develop 
his thinking capacity and reach a high stage of intellectual development. This 
was a very lengthy plan, which is why 15 billion years passed in its completion. 
The present global warming is a warning signal from the Creator that the 
first stage of creation has come to an end, i.e. the stage of the selection of 
meritorious individuals. Now the Creator of the universe will uncover the veil 
of the invisible and appear before us and, with complete justice, will decide 
the eternal future of all human beings. Now the final hour has come for man to 
wake up and prepare himself to find a place in the eternal heaven of the next 
world after doomsday.

Religious and Scientific truths!
Many people are under the impression that religious truths cannot be proved 
scientifically. But inferring truths from things, as religion does, is the very 
reasoning which scientists employ in their everyday deductions. In ancient 
times water was just water. Then, in the 19th century, the microscope was 
invented. When water was looked at under a microscope, it was discovered 
that water was not just water; it also contained countless live bacteria.

In the same way man used to think that there were no more stars in the sky 
than those which can be seen with the naked eye. But in modern times the sky 
has been examined with telescopes and many more stars than can be seen with 
the naked eye have been discovered. These two examples show the difference 
between ancient and modern times. Modern research has shown with certainty 
that there are many more realities than man had previously thought when he 
was limited to the sphere of simple observation. But these new discoveries so 
excited those who were making them that they made another claim: that reality 
is that which can be directly observed; that which we cannot experience or 
observe is mere hypothesis, and does not exist.

In the nineteenth century this claim was made with great enthusiasm. It was 
most damaging to religion. Religious creeds are based on belief in the unseen; 
they cannot be directly observed or experienced. For this reason many people 
came to think of religion as hypothetical and unreal. Twentieth century research 
has completely changed this state of affairs. Advanced study has shown that 
there is more to life than meets the eye: all the great realities of life lie beyond 
our comprehension. According to Bertrand Russell there are two forms of 
knowledge:
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“Knowledge of things and knowledge of truths. Only “things” can be directly
observed: “truths” can only be understood by indirect observation, or, in
other words, inference”.

The existence of light, gravity, magnetism and nuclear energy in the universe 
is an undisputed fact, but man cannot directly observe these things. He knows 
them only by their effects. Man discovers certain “things” from which he infers 
the existence of “truths”. This change in the concept of knowledge which 
occurred in the twentieth century changed the whole situation radically. Man 
was forced to accept the existence of things which he could not directly see, 
but only indirectly experience. With this intellectual revolution the difference 
between seen and unseen reality disappeared. Invisible objects became as 
important as visible objects. Man was compelled to accept that indirect, or 
inferential argument, was academically as sound as direct argument.

This change in the concept of knowledge has, in the present age, made divine 
reasoning truly scientific. For instance, the greatest argument for religion is 
what philosophers call the argument from design. Nineteenth century scholars, 
in their zeal, did not accept this reasoning. To them it was an inferential argument 
which could not be accepted academically. But in the present age this objection 
has been invalidated. Nowadays man is compelled to infer the existence of a 
designer of the universe from the existence of a design in the universe, just as 
he accepts the theory of the flow of electrons from the movement of a wheel. A 
statement of Bertrand Russell throws some light on this matter. In the preface 
to his book “Why I am not a Christian he writes:

“I think all the great religions of the world-Buddhism, Hinduism, Christianity, 
Islam and Communism both untrue and harmful. It is evident as a matter of 
logic that, since they disagree, not more than one of them can be true. With 
very few exceptions, the religion which a man accepts is that of the community 
in which he lives, which makes it obvious that the influence of environment is 
what has led him to accept the religion in question. It is true that Scholastics 
invented what professed to be logical arguments proving the existence of God, 
and that these arguments, or others of a similar tenor, have been accepted by 
many eminent philosophers, but the logic to which these traditional arguments 
appealed is of an antiquated Aristotelian sort which is now rejected by 
practically all logicians except such as are Catholics. There is one argument 
that is not purely logical. I mean the argument from design. This argument, 
however, was destroyed by Darwin; and in any case, could only be made 
logically acceptable at the cost of abandoning God’s omnipotence.”
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Arguing the existence of a designer from design is, as Russell admits, a 
scientific argument in itself. It is the very argument which science uses to 
prove anything. Russell then rejects this argument by citing Darwin’s theory
of evolution. This rejection would only be acceptable if Darwin’s theory was
itself scientifically established. But scientific research has proved Darwinism 
to be mere hypothesis, rather than established scientific fact. It is Russell’s 
first statement, therefore, concerning the validity of the argument from design 
that must prevail. His rejection of that argument on the basis of Darwinism 
is groundless. Therefore we can say with certainty that scientific reasoning 
upholds the veracity of religious truths.

The clear evidence against such dogmatic theory as Darwinism is provided
by asking two very simple questions.

Firstly, Is Darwinism observable, verifiable and repeatable?

This first question is the founding principle of scientific approach and if it
can’t satisfy this basic rule than according to the very science, that it is
supposed to represent, it fails miserably!

Secondly, the mutation which also forms the basis of Darwinian
assumptions needs looked at;

The question to be asked is;

Has there ever been a mutation in recorded human history past or present
that has been beneficial let alone led to a positive change?

The answers to both the above questions are in negative proving the fact
that those who reject inferential approach in trying to understand the
existence of God have no problem using the same method for all science!

A great Scientist Bears witness!
Maurice Bucaille, who came from a Christian background in France, wrote a 
book on the Quran which was first published in French in 1976. This was later 
translated into 10 languages, the title of the English version being: The Bible 
the Qur’an and Science. Dr. Bucaille has shown in this book that the statements 
of the Qur’an on matters of science are astonishingly accurate when compared 
with modern findings. Although the Qur’an was presented
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to the world long before the scientific age, it contains exact descriptions of 
academic truths which were not discovered until much later. This fact proves 
that the Qur’an is the creation of a superior mind. It was not in fact, the work 
of a human author.

Another book by Dr. Bucaille deals with the origin of man and foetal 
development, that being the main subject of interest to him. He has shown 
in this book that all the statements of the Qur’an on the origin of man are 
perfectly in consonance with the results of modern investigation, although the 
final conclusions were not arrived at until the latter half of the 20th century. 
The French edition of this book was published in Paris in 1984. Comprising 
220 pages, the English version is titled; What is the Origin of Man? (Published 
by Seghers, 6 Place Saint-Sulpice, 75006, Paris).

Dr. Bucaille states in this work that he had been told that the Qur’an was 
authored by Muhammad, who compiled the scriptures by making certain 
additions to or subtractions from the Bible.

“I therefore started out with the preconception that the scientific errors 
contained in the Bible must also figure in the Qur’an.” (p. 157) Moreover, since 
the period of the revelations to Muhammad dates from 610 to 632 – an age of 
scientific obscurantism all over the world – a book belonging to that period 
would necessarily reflect the scientific shortcomings of the age. However in 
the course of his research, it occurred to him that although the Qur’an and the 
Bible had much in common, those scientific errors, which may be found to 
this day in the Bible, are notably absent from the Qur’an. This so aroused his 
curiosity that he took up the study of Arabic, at the age of fifty, in order to have 
direct access to the Qur’an.

Then when he had sufficient mastery of Arabic to read the Qur’an in the original, 
he was able to confirm, astonishingly enough, that whereas the Bible was 
marred by innumerable scientific errors, the Qur’an was totally free from them. 
If Muhummed was actually the author of the Qur’an which, as some would 
have it, he compiled by drawing on the Bible and contemporary knowledge, 
then what was the reason for the Qur’an having omitted all those scientific 
errors to be found in the Bible and still given currency in Muhummed’s time? 
For instance, the Jewish calendar, which follows the data contained in the Old 
Testament, places the dates very precisely.

The second half of the Christian year 1975 corresponds to the beginning of the 
5,736th year of the creation of the world. (This does not of course, tally
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with the estimates made by modern evolutionists.) Meaningless errors of this 
sort are nowhere to be found in the Qur’an (p. 15). The scientific errors in the 
Bible are so great in number that refuting them is manifestly impossible.

Jean Guilton, admitting these errors, writes: “The scientific errors in the Bible 
are the errors of mankind, for long ago man was like a child, as yet ignorant 
of science” (p. 152). This being the state of human knowledge, how did it 
become possible for Muhammad in his compilation of the Qur’an to omit the 
errors of the Bible, or the misconceptions prevalent in those times? How was 
it possible for him to prepare a book which was exceptionally free from all 
scientific errors? (p. 160). The writer then remarks that this fact is sufficient to 
prove that the Qur’an is not the creation of Muhummed, but the creation of a 
supernatural mind:

“The history of science leads us to conclude that there can be no human 
explanation for the existence of these verses in the Qur’an.” (p. 188). This 
argument to prove the veracity of the Qur’an testifies to the truth of this verse, 
revealed fourteen hundred years ago in the Quran:

“We will show them our signs in all the regions of the earth and in their own
souls, until they clearly see that this is the truth. Does it not suffice that your
lord is watching over all things?”(41:53).

The Qur’an is not, of course, a book of science in the technical sense of 
the word. But, as regards the beliefs that the Qur’an seeks to inculcate, it 
presents the signs of nature as testimony. What is meant here by ‘nature’? It 
is that very same nature which is the subject of study in the field of science. 
Nature forms the subject of the Quran as well as of science. The difference 
between the two, however, is that the Qur’an refers to some aspects of nature 
only by way of argument. Science studies nature as a permanent discipline; 
whenever the Qur’an makes a reference to nature, it is corroborated by the 
scientific investigations of modern times. No explanation can be offered for 
this compatibility except that the Qur’an is the book of God, who knows all 
visible and invisible things, whose knowledge encompasses, at the same time, 
past, present and future. Those who want to have scientific proofs before they 
will believe in the Qur’an as a book of God would do well to study both of the 
above mentioned books by Dr. Maurice Bucaille.
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