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Islam Has No Clergy 
One of the important aspects of most religions in the world is the 
presence of religious men who are supposed to act as intermediaries 
between God and humans and this class of people is usually referred 
to as the Clergy!  

Clergy are some of the main and important formal leaders within 
certain religions. The roles and functions of clergy vary in different 
religious traditions but these usually involve presiding over specific 
rituals and teaching their religion's doctrines and practices. Some of 
the terms used for individual clergy are clergyman, clergywoman and 
churchman. Less common terms are churchwoman, clergyperson and 
cleric. 

Christian Clergy 

In Christianity the specific names and roles of clergy vary by 
denomination and there is a wide range of formal and informal clergy 
positions, including: 

The Deacons, the Elders, the Priests, the Bishops, the Preachers, the 
Pastors, the Ministers and the Pope! In Jewish tradition, a religious 
leader is often a Rabbi (teacher) or Hazzan (cantor). 

In general, Christian clergy are ordained; that is, they are set apart for 
specific ministry in religious rites. Others who have definite roles in 
worship but who are not ordained (e.g. laypeople acting as acolytes) 
are generally not considered clergy, even though they may require 
some sort of official approval to exercise these ministries. 

Types of clerics are distinguished from offices, even when the latter 
are commonly or exclusively occupied by clerics. A Roman Catholic 
cardinal, for instance, is almost without exception a cleric, but a 
cardinal is not a type of cleric. An archbishop is not a distinct type of 
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cleric, but is simply a bishop who occupies a particular position with 
special authority. Conversely, a youth minister at a parish may or 
may not be a cleric. Different churches have different systems of 
clergy, though churches with similar polity have similar systems. 

Buddhist Clergy 

Buddhist clergy are often collectively referred to as the Sangha, and 
consist of various orders of male and female monks (originally called 
bhikshus and bhikshunis respectively). This diversity of monastic 
orders and styles was originally one community founded by Gautama 
Buddha during the 5th century BC living under a common set of 
rules (called the Vinaya). According to scriptural records, these 
celibate monks and nuns in the time of the Buddha lived an austere 
life of meditation, living as wandering beggars for nine months out 
of the year and remaining in retreat during the rainy season (although 
such a unified condition of Pre-sectarian Buddhism is questioned by 
some scholars). 

Hindu Clergy 

A Hindu priest may refer to either of the following: 

A pujari (archaka) or pundit conducting ritual worship at a Hindu 
temple or a Vedic purohita. Traditionally, priests have come from the 
Brahmin caste of Hindu society which is considered to be the highest 
in the hierarchy of caste system in Hindu religion. 

Their primary responsibility of a Hindu Pundit is to conduct daily 
prayers (puja) at the temple. During Hindu festivals, traditional 
events such as weddings, the sacred thread ceremony, performance 
of last rites and special deity ceremonies, priests are called upon to 
conduct puja's either at the temple or at the location of the event. 

To be a qualified priest, they must know the required chants (mantras 
and strotas) fluently in Sanskrit and be familiar with the materials 
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required to perform the puja for various ceremonies and rituals.[3] 
Pandits from an early age were trained to memorize hymns in order 
to chant them during rituals and ceremonies without aid. Receiving 
assistance to remember hymns and chants was frowned upon, and 
were only expected to recite the hymns through memory 

Sikh Clergy 

Sikh clergy consists of five Jathedars, one each from five takhts or 
sacred seats. The Jathedars are appointed by the Shiromani Gurdwara 
Parbandhak Committee (SGPC), an elected body of the Sikhs 
sometimes called the "Parliament of Sikhs." The highest seat of the 
Sikh religion is called Akal Takht and the Jathedar of Akal Takht 
makes all the important decisions after consultations with the 
Jathedars of the other four takhts and the SGPC. 

Pagan Clergy 

Historically traditional (or pagan) religions typically combine 
religious authority and political power. What this means is that the 
sacred king or queen is therefore seen to combine both kingship and 
priesthood within his or her person, even though he or she is often 
aided by an actual high priest or priestess (see, for example, the 
Maya priesthood). When the functions of political ruler and religious 
leader are combined in this way, deification could be seen to be the 
next logical stage of his or her social advancement within his or her 
native environment, as is found in the case of the Egyptian Pharaohs. 
The Vedic priesthood of India is an early instance of a structured 
body of clergy organized as a separate and hereditary caste, one that 
occupied the highest social rung of its nation. A modern example of 
this phenomenon the priestly monarchs of the Yoruba holy city of 
Ile-Ife in Nigeria, whose reigning Onis have performed ritual 
ceremonies for centuries for the sustenance of the entire planet and 
its people. 
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Thus we see that all religions have granted certain people the power 
and authority to act as God’s spokespersons through whom all acts of 
worship, religious duties, rites, rituals and religious decisions must 
come. This very clergy is given the right to decide on what is and 
what is not, part of their religion and their communities are expected 
to follow them. 

Islam frees mankind from Clergy 

Islam has no clergy in the sacrosanct sense; there is no institution 
resembling the Christian priesthood. In Islam, a religious leader is 
often known formally or informally as an Imam, Mufti, a Mullah or a 
Molvi.The title Mullah (a Persian variation of the Arabic Maula, 
"master"), commonly translated "cleric" in the West and thought to 
be analogous to "priest" or "rabbi", is a title of address for any 
educated or respected figure, not even necessarily (though 
frequently) religious. The title sheikh ("elder") is used similarly. 

Most of the religious titles associated with Islam are scholastic or 
academic in nature: they recognize the holder's exemplary 
knowledge of the theory and practice of Deen (Islamic way of life), 
and do not confer any particular spiritual or sacerdotal authority. The 
most general such title is Alim (pl. Ulama), or "scholar". This word 
describes someone engaged in advanced study of the traditional 
Islamic sciences at an Islamic university.  

A scholar's opinions may be valuable to others because of his/her 
knowledge in religious matters; but such opinions should not and are 
not considered binding, infallible, or absolute, as the individual 
Muslim is directly responsible to God for his or her own beliefs and 
practice. 

There is no official clergy in Islam. Muslims believe in a direct 
connection with the Almighty, without need of an intercessor. The 
imam is simply a leadership position, for which someone is selected 



7 

from among the community members. A full-time imam may 
undergo special training, but this is not required. 

The word "imam" can also be used in a broader sense, referring to 
any person who leads prayer. So in a group of young people, for 
example, one of them may volunteer or be selected to be the imam 
for that prayer (meaning that he or she will lead the others in prayer). 
In the home, a family member serves as the imam if they pray 
together. This honour is usually given to an older family member, but 
sometimes is given to younger children to encourage them in their 
spiritual growth. 

In fact, the word "imam" itself means "to stand in front of" in Arabic, 
referring to the role of leading the community. Islamic concept of 
leadership is based on merit and capability. It is explained in the 
following verse of the Quran: 

“And their Prophet said to them: “Indeed God has sent forth Saul 
(Talut) as your king.” They said: “By what right shall he rule over 
us when we are more worthy than he to dominion, for he is not very 
wealthy?” He said: “God has chosen him over you and has endowed 
him abundantly with both intellectual and physical capacities. God 
indeed has the power to bestow dominion upon whomsoever He 
wills. God is All-Resourceful, All- Knowing.” (2:247) 

From the above verse we come to know that Knowledge and physical 
power are the two most important ingredients in the qualities of a 
leader. Knowledge guides the leader to the right path and enables 
him to assess the situation wisely and the physical/political/military 
power then lets him have the power to implement his decisions 
accordingly.  

If he does not have power than he is unable to implement his 
decisions therefore the necessity of both knowledge and power! 
Power means both the psychological strength of a strong personality 
for decision making as well as military/physical strength. Besides 
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knowledge and power; justice, patience, sound judgments are also 
important attributes which should be possessed by the leader. 

The Quran denounces the concept of clergy in the following verse of 
the Quran: 

“They take their rabbis and their monks as their lords apart from 
God, and also the Messiah, son of Mary, whereas they were 
commanded to obey none but the One True God. There is no god but 
He. Exalted be He above those whom they associate with Him in His 
Divinity” (9:31) 

“They have taken their rabbis and monks as their lords”. The Prophet 
(peace be upon him) himself explained its true significance. 
According to a tradition, when Adi bin Hatim, who was formerly a 
Christian, came to the Prophet (peace be upon him) with the 
intention of understanding Islam, he asked several questions in order 
to remove his doubts. One of these was:  

“This verse accuses us of taking our scholars and monks as our 
lords. What is its real meaning. For we do not take them as our lords 
(gods)?.” 

As a reply to this, the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Is it not a fact that you accept as unlawful what they declare to be 
unlawful, and lawful what they declare to be lawful?”  

Adi confessed,  

“Yes, it is so.” The Prophet (peace be upon him) replied, 

“(What else is making them Gods) This amounts to making them 
your lords.”  

Incidentally, this tradition shows that those who themselves set limits 
to the lawful and the unlawful without the authority of God’s Book, 
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assume for themselves the rank of godhead, and those who 
acknowledge their right of making laws take them as their lords. 

It should be noted that they have been charged with giving the right 
of making laws to others than God. These are to prove that their 
claim that they believed in God in its true sense is false, even though 
they do believe in His existence. But such a wrong concept of God 
makes their belief in God meaningless- for they have given the right 
of making things lawful or unlawful to God’s creation thus have 
associated partners with God! 

The Quran further clarifies the fact that the religious rituals 
performed by the clergy in the name of God carry little weight in the 
sight of God when it is disconnected from striving for truth, justice 
and good in the overall social set up: 

“Do you consider providing water to the Pilgrims and maintaining 
the Sacred Mosque equal in worth to believing in God and the Last 
Day and striving in the cause of God? The two are not equal in the 
sight of God. God does not direct the wrong-doers to the Right path 
(9:19)  

This question has been posed to bring home the fact that the 
guardianship of a shrine or attendance at it or other religious acts that 
are done in a ritualistic manner; devoid of rationale and connection to 
human needs, and are exploited by worldly people to establish and 
maintain the show of their piety, have no value whatsoever in the 
sight of God. The real worth of a person with God is that he should 
be sincere in his beliefs and make sacrifices in the Way of God, no 
matter whether he enjoys or does not enjoy such distinctions or 
happens to descend or not from a family of saints.  

On the contrary, those people who lack these excellences have no 
value with God, no matter whether they are the descendants of saints 
or inherit the guardianship of shrines from a long line of saints, or 
perform some religious acts for show on special occasions. And it is 
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not lawful in any way that the guardianship, etc. of sacred places and 
institutions should be left in the hands of these ritualistic people just 
because they happen to inherit such rights from their forefathers. 

There is no concept of priesthood in Islam at all, as Islam precludes 
the concept of intercession or intermediation between humans and 
God. The relationship with God is viewed as a direct relationship. 

Islam clarifies that, from time to time, each of this long succession of 
Divine Messengers came to mankind with a Code of Divine 
Guidance, and established a socio-economic order based on the 
divine values embodied in that Code. The conflicts and strife in that 
society were thus brought to an end. The pursuit of individual self-
interests was replaced by the ideal of the good of the society at large. 
Oppression and exploitation were abolished and justice and equity 
prevailed.  

The dependence of man upon man and the subjection of one to 
another were ended for good. All the members of society thus 
enjoyed true freedom and security and freedom not confined to man's 
physical existence on this earth alone but also ensured in the life 
hereafter. This way of life, this code of law and this social order was 
known as Deen (The natural way of life).  

This social order prevailed during the lifetime of the Prophet who 
founded it and for some time thereafter. But sooner or later, the 
forces suppressed by Deen again raised their ugly heads and began to 
undermine it, reviving the old evils of injustice, exploitation and 
tyranny. In their attempt to re-establish the old order, forces 
generally availed themselves of the services of men who appeared in 
the robes of piety and spoke in the name of God.  

They posed as the interpreters of God's Will and thus distorted the 
principles and tenets of Deen, which no longer remained a living 
force in society and was reduced to a set of soulless beliefs and 
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lifeless dogmas and formal rituals divorced from reason and 
knowledge and the realities of life in this world. They sought to keep 
the common people entangled in the labyrinth of dogma and ritual, 
and the exploiters, religious as well as temporal, were thus left free to 
maintain their stranglehold upon the defrauded masses and to fatten 
themselves on the labour of others. This is how clergy became part of 
the oppressive and purely materialistic socio-political set up, far 
removed from the original teachings brought down by the 
Messengers.  

But this sort of order, or lack of order, could not continue 
indefinitely, and before long another Messenger of God appeared on 
the scene, challenged the standard-bearers of this “dogmatic religion" 
and eventually re-established the Deen or way of life revealed to and 
established by his predecessor.  

This process of thesis and antithesis, of revival and decadence, went 
on for ages and ended with the last Messenger of God, through 
whom a perfect code of Divine Guidance embodied in the Qur'an 
was brought to mankind. The social order that was established on the 
basis of that Code was the culmination of the process of the 
perfection of Deen (The natural way of life).  

The entire history of mankind is in short the history of a perpetual 
conflict between the God sent Deen and the corruption of that by the 
clergy into Madhhab i.e religion; terminating in the success of one 
over the other.  

The concept of "religion" is a deliberate creation of the minds of men 
devoted to the pursuit of self-interest. Their aim was to enjoy 
themselves at the expense of others. As a result of a sustained 
process of indoctrination, the masses learnt to hail and bless those 
who cheated them in diverse forms of disguises pleasing to them.  

In all their attempts to befool the people and cheat them out of their 
rights, the standard-bearers of "religion" have always relied mainly 
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upon one technique: they attributed their own aims and ambitions as 
emanating from the "Will of God." This is the secret of the strong 
hold of "religion" on the minds of the masses; and the most effective 
way of maintaining this hold is to keep the people ignorant, to cripple 
their reason and render them incapable of independent thinking, and 
hold up ignorance and stupidity and blind submission as signs of 
piety and godliness.  

The Quran clarifies the need to believe with open mind and full 
understanding: 

“Tell them plainly: "This is my way: I call you to God, on the basis 
of clear perception/insight - both I and those who follow me. God - 
Glory be to Him - is free of every imperfection. I have nothing to do 
with those who associate others with God in His Divinity" (12:108) 

The leaders of the so called "religion" would have us believe that the 
more obscurely and incoherently a person talks, the nearer he is to 
God; and the more irrational and unscientific he is in his attitude and 
approach, the greater the esteem in which he should be held.  

The only argument that is advanced in support of "religion" is that it 
was followed by their ancestors which vouchsafe sanctity. If anyone 
has the temerity to question any religious belief or practice, the 
leaders of "religion" try to arouse the ire of the people against him by 
accusing him of desecration and insult to their renowned ancestors.  

Fear of popular wrath has been used quite effectively by the leaders 
of "religion" to muzzle their critics and hold them in perpetual awe. 
It was to undo and break this vicious grip of “religion”, and to restore 
Deen as an effective Code of Guidance that God sent His Messengers 
amongst men from time to time.  

There is no concept of blind faith in Islam- it teaches open 
mindedness and objective study when it comes to deciphering the 
creator and our position in this universe. The relationship with our 
creator is sought through understanding the revelation sent down by 
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Him and not through the thick prisms of clergy and their 
interpretations and interpolations! 

Since falsehood has no legs to stand upon, it always appears in the 
garb of truth. Similarly, "religion" secures acceptance by 
masquerading as Deen, making use of its terminology and 
paraphernalia. It lacks the soul and spirit of Deen but seeks to 
deceive people into accepting the shadow for the substance. 
Madhhab or religion is in fact the embalmed corpse of Deen. How 
surprisingly firm is the hold of religion on man's subconscious can be 
gauged by a simple fact.  

Christianity invented the theory of Original Sin with the result that 
man was bereft of free will and reduced to the state of an inanimate 
determined object, in as much as, when it was held that every human 
child sees the light of day at birth tainted with sin for no fault of his 
own, and which it was not possible for him to get rid of through his 
efforts, he became quite a helpless creature. The logical conclusion 
of this belief was that he could not be held responsible for his 
misdoings.  

Determinism and freedom from responsibility, therefore, became the 
natural products of Christianity. Several men of science and thinkers 
in the West have, in the light of reason, renounced Christianity 
altogether. They went even to the length of regarding belief in God 
as mere absurdity; and have turned confirmed atheists and 
materialists.  

Nevertheless, it is surprising to note how deeply ingrained have been 
the basic concepts of Christianity in their minds. The researches they 
have carried out in various fields of natural sciences, history, 
psychology, etc., postulate one thing alone, viz., man's complete 
helplessness and freedom from responsibility of his actions.  

Darwinian research made the Homo sapiens a biologically 
determined creature all of whose actions were the outcome of his 
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physical inheritance and altogether beyond his control. Behaviourists 
tied him down to the shackles of habits and reflexes and observed 
that all his actions were determined by physical stimuli. 
Anthropologists declared that man's character traits were based on 
heredity, and sociologists held that his social environment was 
responsible for all his actions and conduct. Freudians regard him as 
psychologically determined, and announced that the "ego is not 
master in its own house," since all its decisions were made by the 
subconscious mind which was dominated by sex drives. Marxists 
viewed him as an entity economically determined.  

Islam provides freedom from the clutches of all these restrains and 
determinations by providing a direct contact with our creator-no 
intermediaries, no clergy and no special or chosen ones! 
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